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Invasive plants are species that were not present here in pre-
colonial times. These plants are typically installed in traditional
landscaping, but often “escape” to natural areas where they
outcompete native plants that are needed to support wildlife with
food and shelter. Your HOA can address this ecological damage by
removing invasive plants from landscaping and natural areas and
requiring that your landscaping company only installs native
Michigan plants. There are many ways to address the spread of
invasive species, but the most important step would be to identify
which plants within your jurisdiction are problematic and how
best to treat them. When native plants are utilized, even within a
formal landscape design, they support local insects and birds and
if they spread, that's a good thing! 

removing invasive species
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Living in an HOA offers the convenience of shared responsibilities
for property maintenance, but also requires effective
communication, especially when it comes to specific initiatives like
creek-friendly landscaping. Each HOA is unique, so the best change-
making strategies will depend on your situation and the interests
and expertise within your community. You can begin by
approaching your property management company or landscapers
to request that more creek-friendly practices be implemented in
your community.

Addressing concerns:
work with your property 
management company
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Highlight how your proposed project aligns with the HOA's
needs and goals. For example, if most of the trees in your
HOA are nearing the end of their lifespan, proposing that
new, young trees be planted is a good way to meet
multiple objectives, showing that a project has been
carefully thought out[5].

Remember to respect existing community rules and
expectations when proposing landscaping changes or a
project and focus on feasible projects. Creek-friendly
landscaping should be community-friendly, as well [9]

Build project legitimacy by working with a knowledgeable
professional. They can help you demonstrate the
tangential positive impacts such as how the project
benefits local biodiversity, supports resident well-being,
makes financial sense, or provides other benefits in
addition to protecting your watershed. 

Work with a landscaper who is experienced in native
planting and environmentally sensitive practices or
request this as a way to build the capacity of your current
landscape company. Sustainable landscaping is gaining
momentum across the country, benefitting creeks
everywhere. 

Be open to feedback on your proposed plans, adjusting
them based on reasonable suggestions. Flexibility can be a
powerful way to garner support! HOA goals should meet the
needs of the community, and some changes take time. 

getting started



Leisure creek condos:
A case study
Although it may seem daunting
to make changes in the way
your HOA operates, Plaster
Creek Stewards has seen
successful partnerships in  
communities like the Leisure
Creek Condominium
Association (LCC). In 2015
Plaster Creek Stewards and  
LCC formed a partnership that
led to two large-scale projects.

LCC’s care for the natural world
began years earlier when they
set aside a nature trail in a
wooded section of their HOA,
which was cared for by a team
of residents and visited by
local school kids.   This
continued as residents began
wondering if anything could be
done at LCC to help the creek.
They were particularly
concerned about some steep,
eroding banks along Plaster
Creek as it flowed through the
LCC property. Several residents
were especially concerned
about property damage and
rising flood insurance rates. 
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When an opportunity arose to
partner on a large-scale  
floodplain restoration project,
LCC formed a Plaster Creek
Committee made up of
resident volunteers to liaise
with PCS and the LCC board.
Together, this group identified
common goals (care for the
creek and the property of LCC)
and achievable projects. With
support from the Committee,
PCS sought funding and gave
presentations to residents at
community gatherings to build
understanding and trust. The  
residents at LCC voted
overwhelmingly to support this
project, setting in motion a  
partnership that included, two
large floodplain restoration 

projects in 2021 and 2023. 

As of 2024, this partnership is
still alive and well. When PCS
hosts volunteer groups to work
at the restoration sites,
residents out walking or biking
frequently stop by to observe,
greet volunteers, and thank
them for their help. Residents
also regularly share photos and
updates regarding the project,
demonstrating their ongoing
investment in the project’s
success. We continue the
conversation about creek-
friendly yards as LCC members
explore further opportunities
for planting trees and utilizing
native plants in their
landscaping. 
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Find your watershed:
https://www.lgrow.org/watershedmap 
Control Invasive Plants:
https://www.kentconservation.org/invasive-
species-strike-team/ 
Hire a Native Landscaper:
https://www.nativeplantguild.com/ 
Join other Native Plant Gardeners:
https://rivercitygrandrapids.wildones.org/ 

Local Links
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Contact us: 
Email: PlasterCreekStewards@calvin.edu
Website:https://calvin.edu/plaster-creek-stewards/

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram:
@PlasterCreekStewards

Plaster Creek Stewards is a collaboration of Calvin
University faculty, staff, and students working with

local schools, churches, and community partners to
restore the health and beauty of the watershed. They

focus on research, education, and on-the-ground
restoration working directly to restore the

watershed.
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